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comprehensive mutual visa exemptions with 23
countries, including Thailand, Singapore, the
Maldives and the United Arab Emirates.
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The continued impact of visa facilitation,
together with new measures supporting inbound
travel, is bringing more international visitors to
China. Mobile payments are widely used
nationwide, yet some visitors remain unfamiliar
with local payment systems and may need
assistance to complete everyday transactions.
Improving payment access for international
travelers has therefore become an important

priority.
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During the 2024 Spring Festival holiday, inbound
travel bookings to China increased more than
tenfold year on year, with Japan, the United
States, South Korea, Malaysia, Germany and

Thailand among the leading source markets.
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In China, QR code payments are low-cost and
widely available, making them especially popular
with small and medium-sized merchants and
dominant in many low-value transactions. Card
acceptance can be more expensive because of
POS terminal and transaction costs, so it is less
common among some smaller merchants.
International visitors, however, are often more
familiar with bank cards, NFC payments and

cash.
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In 2023, China introduced an inbound payment
approach centered on cards for large payments,
QR codes for small payments, and cash as a
fallback, covering a broad range of payment
scenarios for international visitors. Alipay offers
one example: inbound users can download the
app, select its international version and link an
overseas bank card to access mobile payment

services in China.
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